
Axes out at the Mirror
Duncan Cambell writes: The unheralded and low-
key announcement, earlier this week, of the prema-
ture retirement of Daily Mirror chief executive
Percy Roberts marks the demise of a second man-
agement in the Fleet Street battles over computer-
ised 'new technology'. Roberts had the misfortune
to preside over growing difficulties in operating the
new system, with severe financial consequences, as
reported earlier (NS 25 May 1979). But the changes
at the top are much more than cosmetic.
The Mirror group of newspapers are part of Reed

International, a substantial combine with interests
in paper and board production and building materi-
als. The Mirror was previously part of the Interna-
tional Publishing Corporation (IPC), a Reed sub-
sidiary running an extensive range of general
magazine titles. IPC Magazines, in some contrast to
the Mirror, has recently enjoyed immense financial
success. But much of its output is aimed only at the
entertainment market, and those that are not -
principally New Scientist and New Society - have
suffered from increasing management interference
in editorial policy. The present IPC chief executive,
Les Carpenter, will head an IPC-Mirror amalgam
which will in effect be a reconstituted publishing
division of Reed International.

The new arrangements under Carpenter may
result in increasing control of Mirror editorial policy
by the parent company, in the interests of maximum
profitability. Mirror journalists are not entirely dis-
mayed by the moves, however. The Reed Interna-
tional axe is expected to fall again during the year,
particularly on the other directors responsible for
the costly blunder into - and back out of - the
computerised printing project.


